
MINUTES of a Committee Meeting of the Civic Trust held on Wednesday,   

4
th

 December 2019 at Burnley Town Hall.  

 

Mr. R. B. Frost, (Chairman), occupied the Chair throughout the meeting.  

 

PRESENT:  Mrs. J. Evans, Mr. T. Mitchell, Mr. M. Beck, Mr. R. Kayley, 

Mr. P. Pike, Mr. A. Lucas, Mr. R. Collinge, Mr. N.G. Ashworth, Mr. R. B. Frost, 

Ms. S. Barker, Mr. & Mrs. N. Fawcett, Mr. G. Grimshaw and Mr. D. Kilpatrick. 

   

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Mr. E. Walton, Mr. D. A. Smith, Mr. P. Hornby, Mrs. 

C. Stinton, Ms. S. Barker, Mr. B. Hall, Miss K. Armfield and Mr. B. Marks.   

 

MINUTES:  The minutes of the committee meeting held on the 2
nd

 October 2019 were 

approved. 

 

MATTERS ARISING:  i.  Thompson Park Steering Group:  After a very successful 

restoration of the park, the steering group would be wound down, with a final meeting on 

5th February 2020.  

       

PLANNING MATTERS:   
 

FUL/2019/0573:  1, Queen St., Padiham; proposed change of use of land to residential 

curtilage and erection of summer house.  The street was in a conservation area.  The 

Chairman would deal with the application.  

 

CEA/2019/0564:  Use of premises for the care of up to two young persons with 24 hour 

care provided by two carers.  The youngsters had severe disabilities and the project was a 

worthwhile one.  

 

CEA/2019/0541:  Footpath of 62, Lindsay St., proposed erection of poles up to 15m in 

height to support the carrying of fibre internet cables, together with a street cabinet for 

housing electronic communications apparatus.  No objections. 

 

PAH/2019/0523:  3, Leamington Avenue; proposed single storey extension. 

 

FUL/20`9/0520:  Higher Nutshaw Farm, Manchester Road; proposed demolition of 

house and erection of replacement dwelling. It was reported that Dunnockshaw Parish 

Council had no objections but it was a pity to see it go as it was a good eighteenth 

century building.  

 

   The meeting was informed about the following: 

 

Proposed Red Lees Road development:  council meeting had been postponed, yet again, 

until 16
th

 December.  It was explained that they were trying to prevent it from going to an 

appeal. Civic Trust members were uncertain whether our original objection had been to 

the development as a whole or merely to the closure of the two footpaths.  We needed to 



see a copy of the letter.   

 

Proposed Higher Saxifield development:  The application had been turned down on 

traffic grounds. 

 

CHAIRMAN’S ITEMS:  i. Civic Trust Awards:  We must make a decision regarding 

this year’s awards; some more suggestions were added to the list.  The matter must be 

placed on the next agenda. 

ii.  Arbory Lodge:  The building was one of the gate houses to Huntroyde and Padiham 

people wanted the Civic Trust to be involved; they were worried it might be lost.  The 

matter would be put on the next agenda. 

 

BURNLEY EXPRESS ARCHIVES REPORT:  Mr. N. Fawcett reported that the group 

was becoming almost a victim of its own success with the Wednesday and Thursday 

sessions almost full. The Project, however, might be able to help the Central Library with 

its problems with photocopying there from the reader machine.  The money from the first 

tranche of lottery grant had now been spent and an application would now be made for 

the second one.   

 

Items for inclusion in AOB were received. 

 

REPORT:    
 

TREES FOR BURNLEY: In November the group had been planting trees down 

from the Long Causeway car park, an exposed spot where the young whips would 

struggle to survive and grow.  It was now 25 years since the first meeting regarding 

the Forest of Burnley project.   

The previous Saturday the group had been planting trees behind Boulsworth Avenue as 

part of the national Plant a Tree Day project and had been astonished at how many of the 

public had turned up to join in.  After the election we should be fighting for tree planting 

in the town because the borough was still low on tree cover.  It was suggested that after 

the forthcoming general election we might invite the elected MP to come and meet us 

during the summer recess. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  i. Lower Gawthorpe Lodge:  The building was in a bad 

condition and starting to deteriorate, perhaps because no one was living in it.  

 

ii.  Woodtop School:  The building was in a dreadful state; Mr. T. Mitchell reported that 

as he was taking a photo part of the roof fell in. 

 

iii. Buidings in a bad state:  People should bring details of any building in a bad state to 

the next meeting.  The item would be put on the next agenda. 

 

iv.  Wild Life in the Borough:  A member of Rowley Fishing Club had reported to a 

Friends of Rowley meeting that a dog otter had been sighted at Rowley Lake and also in 

the Swinden Water valley.  That afternoon a member of the Civic Trust had been 



watching a grayling fish from the bridge over the Calder at Ightenhill. 

 

v.  Friends of the Libraries Project:  There would be a meeting at the Central Library on 

Saturday, 14
th

 December to look into the possiblity of setting up a Friends of the 

Libraries group.  Anyone interested should check the time with the library. 

 

vi. Present Market Hall: Photographs of the interior of the market hall after its official 

opening and those of today showed there was no comparison in the quality and variety of 

the stalls.  It was felt that an open street market would help the situation. 

 

DATE AND FORM OF NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday, 8
th

 January 2020 at 7pm. 

at Burnley Town Hall.  Mr. E. T. Mitchell would give a short presentation 

about mining in Burnley, followed by a normal business meeting. 
 

 CHAIRMAN 

 

 

 Dates for your Diary 

  

8
th

 January 2020                     Civic Trust Committee with talk by T. Mitchell 
 

Suggested sites for Civic Trust Awards 

 

1. Mount Sion Church extension, Walk Mill, Cliviger 

2. Padiham Road Methodist Church 

3. Thompson Park Refurbishment 

4. Restoration of Greenbrook Chapel 

5. Former Grammar School, School Lane 

6. Shop renovations, Padiham 

7. Former Waterloo tavern 

8. Plane Tree 

9. Flowers around Burnley and Padiham 

10. Cliviger Village Hall 

11. Shuttleworth Farm, Briercliffe 

12. Low Sym, Thursden 

 

N.B.  This list is not definitive.  If you have any suggestions, please send them to 

myself at ramon37@talktalk.net and I will enter them on the list.   
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